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Lesson 6 - Law and Gospel Advantages and Disadvantages
Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a workman who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth - 2 Tim 2:15

Review: lessons, website availability (trinitypres.us/teaching/resources)
Define: The law is the sum of all God’s demands upon us. The gospel is the story of how Jesus supplies all that the law demands. 
“Give what You command, and command what You will.” Augustine, Confessions 10.29.40

Advantages of a Right Law/Gospel Understanding
· Avoid legalism (an law-confident attitude) & antinomianism (an anti-law attitude)
· Illustration: The allergy, the miracle drug, and the new relationship
· Assurance
· John 3:36 – “He that believeth on the Son has everlasting life” 
· John 5:24 – “He that hears my word… has everlasting life”
· 1 John 5:11-13 - “God gave us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. Whoever has the Son has life… I write these things to you who believe… so that you may know that you have eternal life.” 
· A Present, Peaceful Freedom
· Gal 6:1 “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not be encumbered once more by a yoke of slavery.”
· No bound conscience. 
· Missing Bible study, Missing nighttime prayers, Missing family devotions
· Rom 14:4 “Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.”
· Free Confession of Sins
· Isaiah 1:18 – “Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.”
· Isa 55:7 - “let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”
· Psalm 32:5 "I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah.”
· An Increase of Faith
· 1 John 5:4-5
· 2 Thess 1:3
· Rom 1:17
· When we more thoroughly understand what God has demanded, and what he has graciously supplied, more and more trust in Him means less and less room for confidence in ourselves. 
· Faith as Fuel for Obedience
· Rom 16:25-26 (cf. Gal 2:2-3; Col 1:3-6; 2 Cor 5:14-15) “Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ… and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations… to bring about the obedience of faith.”
· Confidence in His Favor for You
· Heb 10:22
· 2 Cor 6:8-10
· Biblically and Historically Orthodox (see lessons 2, 3, 4)
· Discernment 
· As we have seen in prior lessons, the Law/Gospel distinction is so important, so central to a right Christian theology and practice, that when properly understood, it makes a whole host of bad ideas no longer tenable.
· Transformationalism
· The so-called “Social Gospel”
· Entire Sanctification
· Christian Nationalism
· Neo-Nomianism 
· Moralism
· Penance
· Poor Preaching (imperative/indicative failures)
· Poor motivators for Christian action (guilt, shame, get-active)
· Self-improvement and despairing introspection
· Theonomy

Disadvantages of a Faulty Law/Gospel Understanding
· Anti-biblical 
· Gal 3:2-3 “I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? After starting in the Spirit, are you now finishing in the flesh?”
· Anti-Logical
· Psalm 130:3 “If You, O LORD, kept track of iniquities, then who, O Lord, could stand?”
· Isaiah 64:6 “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away"
· James 2:10 “Whoever keeps the whole law but stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.”
· How then could we begin to place confidence in our law-keeping again?
· Fear
· Contrast
· Mt 2:22-23 “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you workers of lawlessness!’”
· Levi: Lk 5:27-32 “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
· The Law/Gospel cake analogy, like gluten intolerance
· Everything becomes a “Gospel Issue”
· A “law bad; gospel good” mentality
