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Lesson 5 - Law and Gospel in Practice
“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from a guilty conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” Heb 10:22

Review: lessons, website availability, individual struggles
Define: The law is the sum of all God’s demands upon us. The gospel is the story of how Jesus supplies all that the law demands. 
“Give what You command, and command what You will.” Augustine, Confessions 10.29.40

What Law/Gospel Looks Like in Practice
· As often as condemnation from the law appears, Christians are the only ones who have an answer: Christ.
· From the hymn, “I Hear the Accuser Roar” by Samuel Gandy (1856)
i. “Long may the accuser roar
Of sins that I have done!
I know them well, and thousands more:
Jehovah knoweth none.”
· Like a policeman condemning a plane because it is not road-worthy, so too is anyone who condemns the Christian because of their sins (including the Christian themselves!).
· “There is therefore now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus.” Rom 8:1
· “ Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.” 8:33a

How To Use Law/Gospel In Practice
· Repentance 
· While the Christian life is one which will constantly look like repentance for the sins we fall into, one sin which too few Christians repent of is the condemnation of self! 
i. My friend Scott, and my arrogance.
· Arrogance obliterated
i. Will you disagree with God? 
· “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.” Rom 8:33b
· “Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? He who argues with God, let him answer it.” Job 40:2
ii. What made God pick me?
· “I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins” Isa 43:25. 
· Get yourself out of the equation
iii. Is Christ not enough to do the job? 
· “God made [us] alive together with [Jesus], having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.” 
iv. Who died and made you the judge?
· “So the former commandment is set aside because it was weak and useless (for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God… This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.” - Hebrews 7:18-19, 22
· “For if the LORD of hosts has decreed it, who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it back?” Isa 14:27
v. But what about my remaining sin?
· “He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. … as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.” Psalm 103:10–12 
· “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9

· Celebration!
· You’ll know when the law has been applied to you, for mourning, sadness, and grief will be your portion. But the Christian is not meant to remain there, for the gospel brings ecstatic joy! If you have not celebrated the favor of God upon you, you have not yet understood the good news. It’s not a party until you dance!
i. 2 Errors
· Law Error - “My sin isn’t so bad”
· Gospel Error - “My salvation isn’t so good” (or so complete)
· Isa 61:3 - "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives… to grant to those who mourn in Zion— a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair." 
· Psalm 30:5 - "For His anger is fleeting, but His favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may stay the night, but joy comes in the morning."
· A story of happy tears and sad tears

What Now?
· 4 Steps for Christians
i. Who am I?
· I am God's chosen creation, marred by sin, but redeemed by his very great love. Having in me the perfect righteousness of Christ by faith, I am the guaranteed inheritor of all things in Him, blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms, and perpetual recipient of all that I need according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. My guilt is forgiven, and my path is set to eternal joy, and I will always be equipped with all things necessary to carry out the good works Christ has prepared for me.
ii. Where am I?
· I’m in God's world, perfectly ordered and ordained by him in every time, place, and situation, such that nothing can occur which is outside of his knowledge or power. Here it is not possible that anything may rob me of even the smallest portion of God’s perfect inheritance, because a sovereign God keeps it safe forever for me, and no one may rob him. Though this world is beset everywhere with sin and the consequences of sin, its final destination is guaranteed perfection by God.
iii. What can change these things?
· Nothing in all of creation. Not my sin, not the sin of others against me. Not my past, nor my present, nor even the worst of my future can turn God’s face away from his beloved. Even God himself will not change these things, for he is not like a man that he should change his mind, he is unchanging, and His word to me in Christ is “forgiven.”
iv. What then shall I do in this moment?
· All things which glorify him, with immense joy and thankfulness, no matter the cost to me.
· Who chooses anguish when assurance belongs to you? Who chooses pain when relief is yours? Who chooses a dark path when light has shone? So it is that the way to joy, peace, love, and fullness in this world for all people goes first through God’s law, and through to the good news of the gospel, and when the gospel gives birth, its fruit is a joyful conformity to the Son, a “full battery” ready to serve God and others, and finally, true rest.




